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Broodmare band, Palmer Quarter Horse Ranch, Durango, Colorado
On the cover: Elsa Steen of the Steen Ranch, Zumwalt Prairie, Oregon. Robert Dawson
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The Beginning 2

BY ERNIE KING \
ILLUSTRATION BY RON BONGE

It's a satisfying feeling, when you lead him from the gate,
For it's been quite the journey, just to get him to this day.

It all started with his mama, the best dang mare you ever saw,
Then you add in all that working blood, that he got from his pa.

And now he’s finally ready, with good muscle and strong bone,
A pretty head, a big ole jaw, and that color called bay-roan.

Maybe with that big kind eye, he’s got a head that's full of sense,
But as you ease into that stirrup, you can feel him start to flinch.

You grab hold of that long black mane, as you ease your leg across,
Now you're sitting in the middle of this powerful young hoss.

You ask him just to move a bit, as you look between his ears,
He takes the cue and starts to walk, like he's been doing it for years.

You think back to those olden days, when the colts were really tough,
Before you heard of Ray and Tom and started learning all their stuff.

They say you can'’t teach an old dog new tricks, but you’d beg to differ,

It's amazing what cowboys can learn,
when their joints start getting stiffer!

o
By now you've got him moving out, just a-trottin’ round that pen, ..
Just a few more laps before you stop, so he can catch his wind.

So you let him stand and soak a while, cause it's time this ride is ending,
A big ole grin spreads cross your face—ain’'t nothing like a great beginning!
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Riley and Cade Van Soelen on the family ranch, Durango, Colorado
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Cade Van Soelen, Durango, Colorado
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